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USD PLANS MOCK DATE RAPE TRIAL WITH STUDENT ACTORS, LAW STUDENTS
Students at the University of San Diego will stage a "Mock
Date Rape Trial" on Monday, March 2, to draw attention to the
growing problem of acquaintance rape in contemporary society.
The mock trial, scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. in the Hahn
University Center, is being organized by the USD Office of
Alcohol and Drug Education under the auspices of "Campus
Connections," a program that trains students to serve as peer
( ,-

counselors/educators.
student actors from USD's Alcala Leadership Program will play
the roles of "accuser," "defendant," and "witnesses."

students

from the USD School of Law will play the roles of "attorneys" for
the prosecution and defense and a member of the District
Attorney's office will play the "judge."
Twelve "jurors" will be selected from the student audience
just before the trial begins.

Prospective jurors will be

questioned about pre-trial publicity in the VISTA, USD's student
newspaper, which will run stories about the mock "incident" in
the weeks before the mock trial.
The idea of staging a mock date rape trial to raise awareness
of this crime phenomenon was borrowed from Texas Christian
University, where a student jury in a 1991 mock date rape trial
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deliberated for nearly 3 hours before finding the "defendant"
not guilty.
Crime statistics from throughout the nation have shown that
more and more women are becoming the victims of acquaintance
rape.

Most sexual assaults are committed by someone who is known

to the victim.

One-third to one-half of all sexual assaults are

committed in the victim's home.
The problem is of particular concern on college campuses,
where an estimated one out of six female students will be victims
of a rape or an attempted rape.
(

A study at Kent State University

in Ohio found that one out of eight women at a Midwestern college
campus had been raped and 75 percent of the victims knew the men
who assaulted them.
"We hope this mock date rape trial will get the message across
that acquaintance rape is a real problem with very serious
consequences,"

said Thomas Burke, USD Dean of Students.

The March 2 mock date is free and open to the public.

For

further information, please contact Sr. Annette Schmeling at 2604618 or Kate Callen at 260-4682.
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